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It must be challenging to compile yet  
another volume in the successful series 
started in 1925 as ‘Handbuch der Zoo- 
logie’ by Willy Kükenthal. This series 
served as a reference for a large part of 
the animal kingdom for many years. I am 
convinced that the editors have succeed-
ed in continuing the high standard – they 
provide us with solid information on 
morphology and the current state of sys-
tematics of the group of beetles referred 
to as Phytophaga. 

This is the third book in a series of 
four in which all beetles are treated. The 
current volume contains information on 
the large superfamilies Chrysomeloidea 
and Curculionoidea. Aspects of distribu-
tion, biology, morphology, phylogeny and 
taxonomy are presented in a consistent 
manner for each family in Cerambycidae 
or subfamily in Chrysomelidae and Cur-
culionoidea. In a few cases some subfam-
ilies have been combined (Eurynchinae, 
Ithycerinae and Microcerinae) or listed  
as tribal groups where subfamily rela-
tionship is still insufficiently clarified  
(for example in Bagoini).

A group of 37 well known and much 
respected authors have accomplished  
a book of 46 chapters that will be the  
reference for many years to come. Be- 
cause the phylogenetic relations among 
the various groups in Phytophaga have 
become more clear during the last 20 
years, the classifications differ largely 
from traditional ones. For example: the 
traditional family Chrysomelidae is di-
vided in Megalopodidae, Orsodacnidae 
and Chrysomelidae. Reid (1995) provided  
good arguments to make this division 
and to include the former Bruchidae as 
a subfamily in Chrysomelidae. He also 
merged Galerucinae and Alticinae in a 
single subfamily and suggested the same 
for Cassidinae and Hispinae, and for  
Clytrinae and Cryptocephalinae. Since 
then there has been much debate, but  
finally this new classification seems to  
be accepted as a standard and is included 
in the Handbook of Zoology.

In the first chapter, on molecular 
phylogenetics and evolution of Coleop-
tera, the superfamilal relationships are 
reviewed. The presentation of the current 
view was much needed, because the field 
of molecular phylogenetics is developing 

rapidly, and since the previous treatment 
of this subject, in the first volume of this 
beetle series (Vogler 2005), already about 
ten years have past.

Both large groups, Chrysomeloidea 
and Curculionoidea, have introduc-
tory chapters. The introduction to the 
Chrysomeloidea focuses on phylogeny, 
the introduction to the Curculionoidea 
deals with a broad range of subjects, 
including morphology in relation to phy-
logeny and the fossil record. Although the 
phylogenetic relations among the fami-
lies in cerambycoids could have been 
included in the chapter on Chrysome-
loidea, they are included in the chapter 
on Cerambycidae and hence a bit con-
cealed. 

The information is presented mostly 
as text, but also in well edited tables. For 
example, in Attelabidae a table is includ-
ed with information on larval develop-
ment. It shows that in general the larvae 
develop in wilting plant tissue, but also 
development inside fruits and seeds oc-
cur. Fruit developing beetles sometimes 
even induce fungi to mummify the fruits 
in which their larvae will feed. 

The book is up to date and many very 
recent publications are cited. However, 
the results of the recent expeditions 
to Socotra have apparently been over-
looked. For Eumolpinae it is stated that 
they are the only chrysomelids occurring 
on Socotra. Yet we know now that, apart 
from Eumolpinae, members of the leaf 
beetle subfamilies Bruchinae, Cassidinae, 
Cryptocephalinae (Clytrini) and Galeruci-
nae (Galerucini and Alticini) have been 
recorded from Socotra (Hájek & Bezděk 
2012). 

The editors mention in their preface 

that the plans for a fourth volume have 
been deferred, and that is a pity. They 
leave the planned volume on biology and 
physiology, for the next generation. How-
ever, with this third volume on Coleop-
tera a complete and topical treatment of 
distribution, biology, morphology, phylog-
eny and taxonomy of this order is com-
pleted. The book is excellent designed 
and the binding may withstand a regular 
use for a very long time. Although the 
figures are not in colour, they are of high 
quality and support the written informa-
tion in a sublime manner. Unfortunately, 
the prize of the book will be prohibitive 
for many private entomologists that will, 
from necessity, depend on availability in 
libraries. This magnificent volume should 
not fail the library of any institute that 
conducts serious research on beetles.
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Deze publicatie is geproduceerd door een 
reeks van auteurs, en dat merk je tijdens 
het lezen. Het wordt namelijk snel dui- 
delijk dat er vanuit verschillende oog-
punten en specialisaties naar de nacht-
vlinders gekeken is. Dat komt de lees- 
baarheid niet altijd ten goede, maar het 
doet daarentegen wel helemaal recht aan 
het doel van dit boek: ‘om de toegeno-
men kennis van nachtvlinders in Ne-
derland onder de aandacht te brengen en 
daarmee een lans te breken voor deze 
diergroep’. Hierin zijn de samenstellers 


